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Plunkitt was unapologetic in defending how he used his position to enrich himself by arguing that he took advantage of the opportunities available to him. The argument that “he saw his opportunities and took them” justifies his actions, which led to self-benefit because of his position in the public sector.  Plunkitt argues that many men have grown rich out of politics to justify his uncanny ways of generating wealth by using his position for self-gratification. He further argues that his position presents opportunities, which he uses to benefit from government contracts that makes him different from “blackmailing gamblers and disorderly people who engage in illegal graft” to generate wealth. Plunkitt further argues that his business acumen rather than just insider information is responsible for his success. Plunkitt believes that he is being realistic by taking advantage of opportunities presented to him for economic and political gain. 	Comment by Hartch, Todd: Who? Where?  When?  FNFT  	Comment by Hartch, Todd: Tense   	Comment by Hartch, Todd: Incomplete: votes    	Comment by Hartch, Todd: Not really a thesis: this is a statement that any reader (friend or foe) would recognize as factual.  
Plunkitt’s move to buy a big piece of swampy land at a discount when he got wind of the city’s plan to build a park shows how he maximized his opportunities to create wealth. Plunkitt held on to the land and later sold it to the city thereby generating a profit for himself. In another instance, Plunkitt bought off the competitors who would have challenged him to the old granite blocks sale before the actual bid, which helped him to wade off his main competitor a newspaper company. During the auction “my rivals stood silent and I got the lot.” Plunkitt also used his position to win over young people by signing them up to the different clubs in which he belonged. For instance, a young individual who sang fine would join the Glee Club. Meanwhile, a young individual who gained reputation as an excellent baseball player would be invited to join the baseball club. 	Comment by Hartch, Todd: AWK  	Comment by Hartch, Todd: Imprecise  
Plunkitt also capitalized on challenges facing the masses to gain political mileage by engaging in actions which endeared him to the masses. For instance, in the “case of a fire in the Eleventh Avenue I'm usually there with my election district captains”. Plunkitt’s indiscriminate approach in times of crisis further endeared him to the masses by capitalizing on crisis situations to win political mileage. During crisis situations, Plunkitt “does not ask whether they are Republicans or Democrats”. Plunkitt noted that offering help to the poor during crisis elevates him to a high position as the people would look up to him “as a father and don't forget him on Election Day’. Such an approach shows how Plunkitt used crisis situations as opportunities to increase his influence among members of different political parties. 	Comment by Hartch, Todd: QMO  
Reference
William L. Riordon’s Plunkitt of Tammany Hall (N.Y.: McClure, Philipps & Co., 1905) pp. 3-10, 46-53
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Ryan,
The summary is incomplete and the thesis is not really a thesis, but the argument makes some good points.

Next time:
· Identify key figure
· Complete summary
· Tense
· Clear and strong thesis

Grade:  80


